
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2019 
TOWN MAYORS REPORT

It is an honour to have been elected town mayor this year and to chair the annual town council 
meeting.

I would like to place on record my appreciation of Cllr Denise Faulkner's service as last years town 
mayor. Cllr Faulkner has raised around 2500 pounds.

I would also like to congratulate Cllr Christine Whitehouse on being elected Deputy Town Mayor.

In the past year we have continued to do more with less. The Precept was reduced by 2.1% for the 
forthcoming year.

The Grove Hall continues to go from strength to strength and we continue to make it affordable and 
keep bar prices reasonable. We have an excellent caterer – A and S catering. It is a first rate function 
hall for all the community to use.

The Hall has hosted a variety of productions and we have acquired a full size screen and projector 
so we can now show films.

We have hosted two excellent plays the Last Seam and Glory and there are a number of plays 
coming in the forthcoming year, so please refer to our events notices and Facebook.

In a few weeks time we will be hosting our first dementia friendly film, Singing in the Rain and 
over the past few months we will be showing a diverse range of films. With more to come.

Our childrens parties get bigger and better and we have extended this years Christmas Kids Party to 
two days so as not to disappoint anyone, remember it is first come first served. This year sees the 
first Council Community Trip to Scarborough – we have kept prices at cost. We also have different 
themed Childrens Parties throughout the year. Everything will be advertised in our newsletter which 
goes out to all residents.

We are once again having our summer concert and Christmas Concert with the legendary Carlton 
Frickley Main Brass Band. These are sure to be a sell out, as they have been in the past.

We have once again organised the pantomime in the New Year and once again the New Years Eve 
Party is selling well.

Meanwhile the Grove Hall continues to be used by a wide variety of Community Groups.

Our Community Festival will be held this year on the 27th of July on the Recreation Ground. Once 
again there will be fairground rides, party games and lots of attractions and activities with live 
music performances so come along and join in the fun.

We will be once again holding our Bonfire Night event at the Cricket Club, anyone who was at last 
years event will agree that it was an excellent firework display.



In the Grove office building we have an IT suite which residents can uses and we hope to offer 
courses for those who are not used to using computers.

At Moorthorpe Station we continue to offer various services as part of a one stop shop. Our local 
MP is also based there and can offer advice and assistance with on a range of issues. The Mallard 
Cafe provides a great service for our community and people using the station.

The preschool at Millenium Hall continues to provide a great service for local children and has 
attained a good rating from OFSTED. The other side of the Hall is used by several local community 
groups.

The recreation ground is well maintained by the Council for the benefit of all. We also maintain 
several local playing fields located at Northfield Lane, Church View, Burntwood, Clock Row, 
Common Road and Gallon Croft – all are utilised by local football clubs and sports groups of all 
ages.

Carr Lane Nature Reserve is maintained by the Council to help protect our local environment, as 
well as allotments for those who enjoy gardening. We continue to provide the garden maintenance 
scheme for people over 65 and the disabled.

South Kirkby and Moorthorpe Town Council is the lead authority for the Joint Burial Committee 
which oversees the cemeteries at Moorthorpe and Carr Lane. It continues to provide an excellent 
service for local people at a reasonable cost.

Our community bus provides a vital transport service for local residents who rely on it to transport 
them locally mainly to South Elmsall Market. We always have positive feedback. The buses are also 
used by charities such as Age UK and the Stroke Society.

The defibrillators acquired by the council a few years ago have been used several times in the past 
and have helped save lives.

The Council provides grants to a wide range of local groups. We will continue to do this in the 
forthcoming year. We also contribute to the Old Folk Treat at the Cricket Club and the 
Remembrance day events in South Kirkby and Moorthorpe.

Once again we will be running our summer play scheme for local children at the Cricket Club. This 
service has been run for over 40 years and it is extremely popular. Please see notices and so on for 
further details. The scheme remains free to all children.

The Pavillion at the Recreation Ground is utilised by the bag faries who do an excellent job in 
providing clothing and a range of items to people.

The Council is keen to engage and communicate with our community to establish what local people 
would like to see the Council do or provide. Further details of what the Council does and provides 
can be found on our website, Facebook page and in our newsletter. We welcome your feedback.

Our Town Clerk Alan Drapper has moved on to pastures new just up the road at Hemsworth Town 
Council. I would like to place on record our thanks for Alans work over the years. So it is welcome 
to our new Town Clerk Anne Moran who starts on the July 1st. Anne has an excellent track record 
and is leaving her role as Neighbourhood Coordinator for Wakefield Council.



Finally I would like to congratulate all Councillors elected on May 2nd old and new and thank the 
staff for all their hard work over the last year.

Thank you for listening.


